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NAME: David R. Novack
Department of Sociology
Newcomb Hall
Washington and Lee University
Lexington, Virginia  24450
Phone: (540) 463-8792
Fax: (540) 463-8498
E-mail: novackd@wlu.edu

HOME ADDRESS: 28 Sellers Avenue
Lexington, Virginia  24450
Telephone: (540) 463-4507

Education: 

University of Massachusetts, B.A. (cum laude), 1966.

New York University, M.A., 1970; Ph.D., June, 1975.

Dissertation, Community Control in New York City: A Sociological Analysis.  (Committee: Robert 
Bierstedt, Chairman; Richard Sennett; Patricia Sexton; and David Greenberg).

Teaching Positions:

New York University, 1970-1971, Adjunct Lecturer.

Brooklyn College, 1971-1972, Adjunct Lecturer (Fall) and Instructor (Spring).

Bowdoin College, 1972-1976, Instructor (1972-1975), Assistant Professor (1975-1976).

Washington and Lee University, (1976-     ), Professor and Department Chair.
 



Consulting:



Research consultant, Center for Field Research and School Services, New York University: responsible 
for designing theoretical model and methodology for sociological study  of a community control program 
in New York City; supervised data collection, determined appropriate statistical tests, and analyzed final 
results (1970).

Professional Appointments:

Maine State Prison Board of Visitors by Kenneth Curtis, Governor (1974-1976).

Advisory Board, Haifa University, Kibbutz University program (1973-1983).

President, Rockbridge Mental Health Clinic Advisory Board, (1982-1988).

Rockbridge County Local Human Rights Committee (1993-2006).

Professional Honors:

Associate Member, The Society of the Sigma Xi, elected, 1972.

Lilly Scholar, Program in Continuing Education of College Faculty, Duke University, 1977.

Fellow, National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar, "Crime and Punishment in 
America" (Gresham Sykes, Director), at the University of Virginia, 1979.

Panel Reviewer, National Science Foundation (Undergraduate Research Participation Program), 1979.

Grants:

Grant from the Bowdoin College Faculty Research Fund, June 1975.

Surdna Foundation Undergraduate Research Fellowship program, Bowdoin College, student research 
assistant grant, 1973 and 1975.  

John M. Glenn Research Grants, Washington & Lee University.  Research in South Boston (MA): July-
August, 1978; June-July, 1980; June-July, 1981; July-August, 1983; June-July, 1985; June-August, 1986.
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Teaching Specialties:

Gender Relations, Social Psychology, Deviance, Interpersonal Interaction, Racial and Ethnic Relations,
Teaching Areas at Washington and Lee:

Gender Relations, Social Deviance, Microsociology, Racial and Ethnic Relations, Introductory Sociology 

Research Interests:

Urban Ethnicity, Sociology of Knowledge, Interpersonal Interaction, Deviance, Gender Relations.

Current Research:

Principal investigator of project in which ethnicity  and class are examined in South Boston (MA), 
supported in part by the Robert E. Lee Undergraduate Research Program (Washington and Lee 
University) and by John M. Glenn Research Grants.  

Collaborator with Lesley Novack on a series of articles that examine gender issues among college 
students.  Areas of interest are: 1. How conflict  is expressed and power manifested between the sexes; 2. 
The relationship between changes in social structure and alteration of gender norms; and 3. The 
associations between various cultural filters and perceptions pertaining to the importance of nature and 
nurture in gender relations.

Publications:

"A Theoretical Model for the Study of Political Process: The Social Construction of Political Reality," in 
An Evaluation of the Community Education Centers, 1969-1970,  Volume III, Center For Field Research 
and School Services, New York University, 1970.

Book Review of Crime: An Analytical Appraisal in the American Journal of Sociology, Volume 78, 
Number 2, (September, 1972).

"Normative and Interpretive Conceptions of Human Conduct: Decision- Making, Criminal Justice and 
Parole," Washington and Lee Law Review, Vol. 43, No. 4, Fall, 1986:1243-1253.
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"Forced Busing in South Boston: Class, Race, and Power," Journal of Urban Affairs, Vol. 9, No. 3, 
1987:277-292.

"Being Female in the Eighties and Nineties: Conflicts Between New Opportunities and Traditional 
Expectations Among White, Middle-Class, Heterosexual College Women": (with Lesley  Novack).  Sex 
Roles, Vol. 35, No. 2, 1996:57-77.

"Gender  Disparity in the Advanced Industrial Society: Female-Male Relations at a Recently Coeducated 
College" (with Lesley Novack).  Human Organization, Vol. 56, No. 2, 1997.

Papers and Invited Lectures:

"Community Control: A Strategy for Change."  Paper read at the national meeting of the American 
Sociological Association, August, 1975.

"Community Control: Resident Perspectives."  Paper read at the annual meeting of the Eastern 
Sociological Society, March, 1977.

"Homans and Bentham: The Emergence of Exchange Theory."  Paper read at the annual meeting of the 
Eastern Sociological Society, March, 1979.

"South Boston: Empirical Conceptions of Community."  Paper read at  the annual meeting of the Eastern 
Sociological Society, March, 1979.

"South Boston: Tradition-Directed Community."  Paper read at the annual meeting of the Southern 
Sociological Society, April, 1979.

"Ethnicity in South Boston: Emergent National Origin."  Paper read at the national meeting of the 
American Sociological Association, August, 1979.

"The Meanings of Crime: An Application of Componential Analysis."  Paper read at the annual meeting 
of the Eastern Sociological Society, March, 1981.

"Affirmative Action in South Boston: Racial and Class Conflict."  Paper read at the annual meeting of the 
Southern Sociological Society, April, 1981.

Guest Lecturer, University College Galway, Galway, Ireland, March, 1982, "The Irish-Americans of 
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South Boston: Class and Ethnic Factors."

"Organization Theory as Applied to Prison Organization and Administration: A Preliminary 
Analysis" (with Emory Kimbrough, Jr.).  Paper read at the annual meeting of the Southern Sociological 
Society, April, 1983.

Invited Commentator, Washington and Lee University School of Law, 1984, Colloquium on "Power and 
Powerlessness."

Invited Commentator, Washington and Lee University School of Law, 1985, Colloquium on "Discretion 
in Legal Decisions."

"Forced Busing in South Boston: Class, Race, and the Third Dimension of Power."  Paper read at the 
annual meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, March, 1985.

"The Origins of the Collective Response to Normative Violation."  Paper read at  the annual meeting of the 
Southern Sociological society, April, 1985.

"Normative and Interpretive Conceptions of Human Conduct: Decision Making, Criminal Justice, and 
Parole."  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Southern Sociological Association, April, 1986.

"Women and Deviance," invited panelist (round table discussion), national meeting of the American 
Sociological Association, August, 1986.

"Stigmatizing Women: Exposing the Intersubjectivity of Social Processes" (with Lesley  Novack).  Paper 
presented at the Third International Interdisciplinary Conference on Women, Dublin, Ireland, July, 1987.

"Ireland and South Boston: Contrasting Views of Irishness."  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
Southern Anthropological Society, April 1989.

"Being Female in the Eighties: Conflicts Between New Opportunities and Traditional Expectations" (with 
Lesley Novack).  Refereed round table presentation at  the annual meeting of the American Sociological 
Association, August, 1989.

"Women as Immigrants: The Introduction of Coeducation at  an All-Male College" (with Lesley Novack).  
Presented at the annual meeting of the Southern Anthropological Society, Atlanta  (April, 1990).

"Gender Conflict  in the Advanced Industrial Society: Female-Male Relations at a Recently Coeducated 
College" (with Lesley Novack).  Presented at the Tenth Annual Lewis & Clark Gender Studies 
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Symposium, Portland, Oregon (April, 1991).

"Gender Conflict and Power: Attitudes Towards Coeducation" (with Lesley Novack).  Presented at the 
annual meeting of the Society for Applied Anthropology, Memphis, Tennessee (March, 1992).

"Gender and Careers" (with Lesley Novack).  Invited seminar in the Social Psychology Seminar Series at 
Oxford University, Oxford, UK (March, 1994).

"Sexual Assault, Rape, and Slurs.  The Importance of Race, Gender, and Subordinate Status" (with Lesley 
Novack).  Presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Applied Anthropology, Albuquerque, NM  
(March, 1995).

ASeminar in Applied Survey Research: Marketing and Public Relations," Sofia, Bulgaria.  Sponsored by 
the Williams School of Commerce, Washington & Lee University and Easy Learning of Bulgaria (April, 
1995 and June, 1996).

ANature, Nurture, and Gender: Attitudes Toward Coeducation at Virginia Military Institute,@ (with 
Lesley Novack). Presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Applied Anthropology, Seattle, WA 
(March, 1997). 

AThe Social Cultural Lenses of Gender: The Significance of Nature and Nurture,@ (with Lesley Novack).  
Presented at the annual meeting of the British Sociological Society, Edinburgh, Scotland (April, 1998).

AThe Gender Conundrum and Date Rape: The Potential Significance of Dimensions of Power,@ (with 
Lesley Novack).  Presented at the Twenty-First Annual Lewis & Clark Gender Studies Symposium, 
Portland, Oregon (March, 2002).

APerceptions of Rape in the Advanced Industrial Society: A Macro and Micro Level Analysis,@ (with 
Lesley Novack).  Presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Applied Anthropology, 
Portland, Oregon (March, 2003).

 
 AExpressed Gender Diversity  in the U.S. and Japan: A Comparison of Advanced Industrial Societies@ 

(with Lesley  Novack).  Presented at the Fifth International Conference on Diversity, Beijing, 
China (June, 2005).

Books and Articles in Preparation:

The Emergence of Southie: Class and Ethnic Conflict
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"Community in South Boston: The Issue of Identity."

"The Irish Roots of Southie."

"Ireland and South Boston: Conflicting Views of Irishness."

"Women as Immigrants: The Introduction of Coeducation at an All-Male College" (with Lesley Novack)

AThe Social Cultural Lenses of Gender: The Significance of Nature and Nurture,@ (with Lesley Novack)

AThe Gender Conundrum and Date Rape: The Potential Significance of Dimensions of Power,@ (with 
Lesley Novack)

ARape Nullification in the United States: A Cultural Conspiracy@ (with Lesley Novack)

Manuscript Reviewer:

Journal of Urban Affairs (1987-    )

Human Organization (1997-    )
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